
Where or when have you heard the saying ‘Life is Like an Onion.   You peel off one layer at a 

time and sometimes you weep.’ One could very easily say that about gardening.  Gardening is a 

learning process and some of us learn faster than others, one layer at a time! 

The first layer is the actual planning/purchasing:  What kind of garden?  Is it going to be 

a vegetable, herb, flower, or a combination garden?  What is needed for plants?  Where to pur-

chase?  Looking over the plethora of seed catalogs is exhausting and overwhelming.   

Thinking about the varieties of onion, perhaps a garden that is sweet, like the Vidalia onion, 

would have interesting and sweet, smelling flowers.  Or, it could be a vegetable garden contain-

ing vegetables with relatively short life like the white onion.  Perhaps tomatoes, peppers, or 

some squashes could be the mix in this ‘white onion’ vegetable garden.  Or it could be a combi-

nation of the Vidalia and white onion which would make it a mix of veggies and  sweet smelling 

flowers.  Or, you could go all out with a strong, sharp flavor to your garden like the Red Onion 

which would contain strong, bold flowers or vegetables that are very healthy for you and your 

family.   

Second layer is the soil:  What pH is the soil?  What soil is needed for a flower vs. a vege-

table garden? What amendments are needed?  Fertilizer? 

Third layer is the right tools:  It makes a gardening task easier and more efficient.  Just 

like cooking with onions, you need the right ‘flavor’.  Everyone has a favorite gardening tool that 

does the job.  More importantly, the tools need to be clean. 

Fourth layer is planting:  It is very relaxing and gratifying to dig in the soil and plant one 

or more seeds at a time knowing that in a few weeks there will be signs of new life.  As the days 

and weeks pass, the growth of each seedling is magical.  And, by all means, plant some onions.  

They are good to eat as well as being a natural deodorizer! 

Fifth layer is Weeding and Maintenance:  It has been said that an onion symbolizes 

‘protection’.  With the proper soil, water, sun, and protection from wildlife, the garden will grow 

and produce.  There may be ‘tearing’ or ‘weeping’ along the way as nature throws a curve with 

high winds, heavy rain, or it could be… disease, insect damage, or drought. 

Sixth layer is Harvesting:  What a joy it is to harvest each vegetable to share with your 

family or food pantry.  There is nothing like homegrown vegetables!  Go out into the flower gar-

den and cut some flowers to brighten and lift your spirits.  Or, share some cut flowers with a 

friend or neighbor.    

‘Onions are people who are hard on themselves; garlics are people who are hard on others.’ 
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2022 

Tuesday, November 22—‘Spool Christmas gnomes’ at 6:30 p.m. 

   Bring:  glue gun and decorations for gnomes that you would like 

   to use.  Location:  County Highway Department, Footbridge (enter  

   through the ‘new’ addition) 

 

Tuesday, December 13—KCGC Christmas party  

   The Wildflower Supper Club, Kewaunee. 

   Cocktails at 6:30 p.m.; Dinner at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2023 

Tuesday, January 24—’Seed Starting’ with Warren Hingst  

   Algoma Youth Club at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, February 11—Garden Expo in Madison   $60.00/person 

 

Tuesday, February 28—’Transplanting’ … getting ready for the plant sale.  When, how, 

   and equipment needed for transplanting. 

 

Tuesday, March 28 – Open 

 

Tuesday, April 18—’Pollinators’ presented by HCE at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Programs and Events 
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Ag Heritage Days September 2022 



This is a last ditch to keep rabbits and other rodents from devouring the tasty leaves of  

certain perennials in the garden.  The squirrels have been very busy digging up the spring 

bulbs that were planted.   

Before the ground freezes, it is a good time to plant garlic cloves around the tulips, daffo-

dils, hyacinth, and other spring bulbs.  Just need to remember to plant the pointy-end up 

and space the cloves 6” apart!   

1. When selecting a poinsettia, choose a well-shaped plant with dark green foliage and 

well-colored bracts.  The true flowers should be shedding little or no pollen.  Avoid 

poinsettias with wilted foliage, broken stems, or few leaves.   

2. The key to watering a poinsettia is the moisture content of the potting soil.  Check the 

potting soil daily with your finger.  When the soil surface becomes dry to the touch, wa-

ter the plant until water begins to flow out the bottom of the pot.  Discard the excess 

water.   

3. Both over- and under-watering cause problems for poinsettias.  Over-watering will 

cause the lower leaves to turn yellow and drop.  Over-watered plants may also develop 

root rots and die.  Dry plants wilt and also drop leaves prematurely.   

Garlic in the Garden 

Poinsettia Care 

Gardening Gifts 

Some gift ideas for the gardener … 

1. Birth month flower 

2. Pollinator Garden Set 

3. Personalized Stepping Stone 

4. Gnome Garden Sculpture (gnomes are still very popular) 

5. Succulent Centerpiece 

6. Gardening T-Shirt (clever saying on the front/back) 

7. Herb Kitchen Garden 

8. Arm Protecting Garden Gloves 

9. Kitchen Garden Shears 

10. Succulent Mister 

‘Flowers in 

bloom late in 

autumn 

indicate a bad 

winter’ 
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“Let us be grateful to the people who make us hap-

py; they are the charming gardeners who make our 

souls blossom.”  - Marcel Proust 

 

“We can complain because rose bushes have 

thorns or rejoice because thorns have roses.”   

- Alphonse Karr 

 

“Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is like wrap-

ping a present and not giving it.”  - William Arthur 

Ward 

 

“Give thanks not just on thanksgiving Day, but every 

day of your life.  Appreciate and never take for 

granted all that you have.”  - Catherine Pulsifer 

 

“Joy is the simplest form of gratitude.:  - Karl Barth 



AHS N.O.W. Program Tour 

Penny Lemberger 

October 2022 



“Snow is the Christmas  

season’s fairy dust” 



Hydrate Houseplants 

 

Tuck two or three tea bags into the soil near the 

base of each plant.  Then whenever you water 

them, the bags will absorb (and slowly release 

any extra liquid that would otherwise drain out, 

ensuring your soil stays damp for twice as long.   

Bonus:  The tea also deposits fertilizing nu-

trients in the soil. 
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The Thanksgiving cacti have outdone themselves 

this year!  Tons of pink and coral buds and blossoms 

adorn each plant.  

Thanksgiving cactus is also called a leaf cactus, crab 

cactus, or false Christmas cactus.; however, it is not 

a true cactus.  It is an epiphyte which live on other 

plants.  Its leaves are shaped like a crab claw, with 

two to four serrated segments with pointy spines on 

each side.  The end of the last segment is slightly 

concave.  Flowers grow from the tips and are similar 

to fuchsia blooms.    

Many mistake a Thanksgiving cactus as a Christmas 

cactus.  The Christmas cactus have a more rounded, 

scalloped edge; tips are slightly curved.  They usually 

have pink or white color flowers. 

Thanksgiving Cactus in Bloom 
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