
Joel Weichelt  

Raised Bed, Hügelkultur Gardening  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hügelkultur means 

ômound or hillõ culture which is a gardening technique that involves creating raised beds 

using decaying wood and organic materials.  This method has been practiced for centuries, 

particularly in Eastern Europe and Germany.  

 

Benefits of this method:   

Soil Improvement  

As the wood decomposes, it releases nutrients into the soil, enhancing fertility.  The 

rotting wood produces beneficial fungi and bacteria, which improves soil health.  

 

Water Retention  

The structure retains water, reducing the need for frequent irrigation.  Over time, the 

bed can hold water like a sponge, making it suitable for dry conditions.  

 

Space Efficiency  

Plants can be grown on the top and sides of the mounds, maximizing space.  The 
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Tuesday, July 22 ï Mary Ouradnik Garden Tour,  
   N6308 Crevice Road, Casco at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, August 26 ï óIrrigation Systemô ï Kathy Pederson, 
  N2740 Lakeshore Road, Kewaunee at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, September 23ï óLeavesô - ñNot in Veinò  - Sue Hepp 
   Location TBD at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, October 28 ï óFreeze Dried Cherriesô ï  
    Dawn Krueger ï TBD 
 
Tuesday, November 25 ï óAmarylis ï Growing in Waterô  
   Jean Rankin and Barb Smith  
   KC Highway Department at 6:30 p.m.   
Note:  If you have a vase you would like to use, bring it other-
wise, one will be provided.) 
 
Tuesday, December 9 ï Christmas Party - Location TBD  
 
2026 
Tuesday, January 27 ï óBugsô - Barbara Piechocki TBD 

Thursday, June 19 was a long day for gardeners who traveled 

to Chicago for the Botanical Garden tour.  Travelers braved the 

heat and humidity to take in as many of the 27 display gardens 

as possible on their 385 acres of land.   

Some gardeners were able to take the tram to see the high-

lights of key areas in the gardens.  Others managed to walk 

more than five miles to enjoy its very inspiring and peaceful 

serenity.  The butterfly garden was one of the highlights! 
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Program and  Even ts  

Chicago Botan ica l  Garden Tour  
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Chicago Botanical Garden Tour  


