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Joel Weichelt
Raised Bed, Hugelkultur Gardening

Hugelkultur means
6mound or hill d culture which is a gardening t ¢
using decaying wood and organic materials. This method has been practiced for centuries,

particularly in Eastern Europe and Germany.

Benefits of this method:

Soil Improvement
As the wood decomposes, it releases nutrients into the soil, enhancing fertility. The
rotting wood produces beneficial fungi and bacteria, which improves soil health.

Water Retention
The structure retains water, reducing the need for frequent irrigation. Over time, the
bed can hold water like a sponge, making it suitable for dry conditions.

Space Efficiency
Plants can be grown on the top and sides of the mounds, maximizing space. The
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Program and Events
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Chicago Botanical Garden Tour

Thursday, June 19 was a | ong da
to Chicago for the Botanical Ga
heat and humidity to take in as

as possible on their 385 acres
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