EE
Kewaunee County Garden Club Minutes ez
Tuesday, June 24, 2025 N
1326 Miller Street, Kewaunee

6:30 p.m. Helps the Communilry “Bloom

Present: Tom Zenner, Barb Smith, Barb Thompson, Shirley Nell, Jean Rankin, Denise
Anderson, Verna Peer, Randi Tassoul, Mary Novak, Sue Hingst, Warren Hingst, Mary Starr,
Rose Nelson, Nancy Lamack, Cheryl Eberle, Ann Brunner, Allen Voelke, Kathy Daul, Mary Starr,
Jane Paplham, Barbara Piechocki, and Sue Hepp

Tom called the Business Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
No minutes from the May meeting. Met in Tom’s garage as the Dana Farm Warming House
was locked.

Tom introduced a new member, Allen Voelke. Welcome!

Treasurer’s Report:

May Ending Balance: $9,665.34
Income: 4,193.36
Expenses: 1,146.00
June 2025 Ending Balance: $12,712.70

Old Business:

Scholarship: Sandi listed the various courses that Claire S. has been taking which meet the
Horticultural requirements of the KCGC scholarship criteria. Sandi motioned to give the 2025-
2026 KCGC scholarship to Claire if she meets the GPA and other scholarship requirements;
second by Nancy. Motion Carried.

Programs and Events:

Tuesday, July 22 — Mary Ouradnik Garden Tour, N6308 Crevice Road, Casco at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, August 26 — ‘Irrigation System’ — Kathy Pederson, N2740 Lakeshore Road,
Kewaunee at 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, September 23— ‘Leaves’ ... “They Are Not in Vein” - Location TBD 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 28 — ‘Freeze Dried Cherries’ friend of Randi - TBD

Tuesday, November 25 — ‘Amarylis’ — Growing in Water - Jean Rankin and Barb Smith — KC
Highway Department at 6:30 p.m. (Note: If you have a vase you would like to use, bring it
otherwise, one will be provided.)

Tuesday, December 9 — Christmas Party - Location TBD

2026
Tuesday, January 27 — ‘Bugs’ - Barbara Piechocki TBD

Old Business:

Plant Sale Recap:

1. Some attendees asked for either herbs or creeping phlox. Hellebores were also mentioned.
2. Primroses sold right away.

3. Pricing was briefly discussed. May need to adjust price list for 2026.

4. Rhubarb and bleeding hearts are very popular at the sale.

5. Tom reported that there were sixteen heirloom tomato varieties. All sold!
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6. Barb S. walked us through the ‘U’ shape flow for next years sale. There will be four checkout
stations for the first 30 minutes so there aren’t long lines and people leaving because of waiting
too long.

7. Signage to let attendees know that KCGC plant sale and Lakehaven sale are separate
entities.

8. Barb S. suggested electronic cash registers for the volunteers

9. Barb T. booth could be a separate entity with its own checkout.

10. Barb S. will put feelers out on Facebook for suggestions from interested gardeners.

The Chicago Botanical Garden Tour was awesome. Weather cooperated; however, it was hot
and humid. It rained part of the way home with a beautiful sunset display. Shirley was thanked
for making the arrangements with Kathy Noonan of Carefree Travel, Luxemburg. Lots of food
from Kathy as well as what Shirley and Tom purchased.

Dana Farm Cleanup: Nancy suggested that we should think about cleanup in May rather than
in June. Weeds take over and make cleanup more challenging.

New Business:

Bird City Algoma Fund: Tom suggested that we donate $500.00 to the Bird City Algoma
treasury. Sandi motioned to give $500.00; second by Barb P. to which Nancy asked if BCA
could use $1000.00. Sue Hepp said that it would help fund the speakers. Sue Hingst motioned
to add another $500.00; second by Shirley. Motion carried.

Other Needs in the Community: Fairgrounds? Denise suggested that we use some of our
funds to plant flowers at the courthouse.

Plant Diagnosis: Nancy brought a phlox plant that was sickly. Diagnosis was either the use of
Roundup, or weed killer sprayed on the lawn that blew onto the plant.

Plant Exchange in the Fall (Barb S.): All agreed that having one in September would be a
good idea.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 22 at Mary Ouradnik’s, N6308 Crevice Road, Casco at 6:30 p.m.
Motion to adjourn at 7:58 p.m. by Sue Hingst.; second by Barb S. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Hepp, Secretary
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Joel Weichelt
“The Mystery of Photosynthesis”
Duration: 30 minutes

Joel started with the definition of photosynthesis which is when a photon of energy combines
CO; and H»0, in the chloroplast, to form O2 and glucose. He used a basketball to represent the
sun as compared to a pinhead (71.6mm) for earth. 1.5 million earths would fit inside the sun.
Joel walked off 100 feet to illustrate the distance between the two.

Nuclear fusion, in the center of the sun, creates electromagnetic radiation (photon) that starts
out as gamma rays which bounce around inside the sun for millions of years. When they burst
out of the sun it only takes 8 minutes to reach earth at the speed of light. Then gamma rays
are emitted as radio waves, visible light waves, microwaves, infrared, ultraviolet, x-ray, and
gamma rays.

Plants absorb and use light from two opposite sides of the light spectrum: violet, blue, yellow,
and orange. Chlorophyll absorbs energy from light as red and blue wavelengths. It reflects light
at other wavelengths, which makes plants look green.

Plants use quantum mechanics which is the first mystery of photosynthesis. Chlorophyll uses
these mechanics where the photons of light are in more than one place at the same time. This
makes very efficient usage of light among plants.

Second mystery: the photons of light are both a wave of energy and a particle.

Third mystery: photons of energy are entangled which means that one particle of energy can
affect another at great distances. Einstein called it spooky action at a distance!

Thanks Joel ... great job!
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