
Kewaunee County Garden Club Minutes     
Tuesday, March 25, 2025 
ESI Hub, Algoma 
6:30 p.m. 

Present:   Tom Zenner, Barb Smith, Barb Thompson, Shirley Nell, Jean Rankin, Mary Novak, Sue Hingst, Warren 
Hingst, Kathy Pederson, Rose Nelson, Nancy Lamack, Cheryl Eberle, Ann Brunner, Glenn Brunner, Sandi 
Christman, Randi Tassoul, Verna Peer, Mary Starr, Jane Paplham, Barbara Piechocki, and Sue Hepp 

Tom called the Business Meeting to order at 6:53 p.m.  
A motion by Barb S to approve February 25, 2025 meeting minutes; second by Barb T.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:     

January 28 Ending Balance:   $10,284.00 
NO Income:                0 
Expro Trip Expenses     $      365.66 
February 2025 Ending Balance:   $  9,918.34 

Old Business: 
Scholarship: Sandi has not received any applications to date.  If all requirements are met, a $1000.00 
scholarship will be awarded at the end of the school year. 

Programs and Events: 
Tuesday, April 22 – ‘Climate Change and Gardening’ - Joint meeting with HCE at KC Highway Department at 
6:30 p.m.  
Saturday, April 26 – World Migratory Bird Day celebration – Algoma High School, 9:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 20 – ‘Bugs’ with Barbara Piechocki – Dana Farm Warming House 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, May 24 – KCGC Plant Sale at Lakehaven Hall, Kewaunee 
Thursday, June 10 – Dana Farm Clean Up at 1:00 p.m. (backup date:  June 17) 
Tuesday, June 24 – ‘The Mystery of Photosynthesis’ - Joel Weichelt, 1326 Miller Street, Kewaunee at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 22 – Mary Ouradnik Garden Tour, N6308 Crevice Road, Casco at 6 :30 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 26 – ‘Irrigation System’ – Kathy Pederson, Lakeshore Road, Kewaunee at 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday in Fall – ‘Drying Cherries’ with Randi Tassoul TBD 

Old Business: 
Bird City WMBD Celebration   
Saturday, April 26 – Tom will be at the Merlin and eBird App table helping interested attendees learn how to 
use the apps.  Warren and Sue will set up the garden club table with an ‘Orioles’ theme.  Sue Hingst asked for 
volunteers to man the KCGC table so she and Warren can attend some of the presentations. 

Plant Sale Preparation:  
Signage workshop at Barb Smith’s residence (N1171 State Highway 42) on Wednesday, April 9 at 10:00 a.m. 

The Potato Bag Project workshop is Wednesday, April 23 @ 10:00 a.m.  May meet at the Kewaunee compost 
site or at Barb Smith’s residence.  Thus far, she has fifteen shopping bags for the project.  Plans on planting 
Yukon Gold and possibly fingerlings.   

Houseplants: Shirley asked if houseplants would be accepted at the plant sale.  She has quite a number of 
snake plants to bring.  Tom thought it would be okay to see how well they go over and if they sell. 

Plant Labels: Reminder to get the name of plants/veggies/herbs/houseplants from gardeners so Sue Hepp so 
she can type and print labels for each.  Adult containers for the free garden kits are needed as well. 



Summer Trip: 
Botanical Garden, Chicago, Thursday, June 19: Shirley has been working with Kathy/Carefree Travel in 
Luxemburg.  Kathy put together a package which includes tickets, Bay Bus transportation, and snacks totaling 
$89.00/person.   

If a gardener has membership in the Green Bay Botanical Garden will that be honored in Chicago?  Apparently, 
all one needs to do is show their GBBG membership card. Motion to accept by Kathy; second by Nancy.  
Motion carried. 

New Business: 
Frog Hotel Example: Barb S. will bring to the next meeting. 
Tom shared that he visited Como Park in St. Paul which was a wonderful experience.  He suggested that if we 
had the chance to visit; it would be well worth our time. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 22, 2025 at Kewaunee Highway Department at 6:30 p.m. 

Motion to adjourn at 7:34 p.m. by Cheryl; second by Barb S. Motion carried.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Hepp, Secretary 
 

Program: 6:30 p.m. – 6:51 p.m. 
‘Growing Bulbs in Water’ – Jean Rankin 

Jean shared where to purchase bulbs and which bulbs are easiest to grow.  All purchased bulbs should be 
stored in a dark-cold area with temperatures between 35 and 50 degrees for approximately 12 to 16 weeks. 
This cold treatment breaks the bulbs’ dormancy and prepares them for growth.   She showed the neat hyacinth 
bulb container.  Containers for the bulbs can be purchased from Goodwill, St. Vincent, or garage sales.  Bulbs 
are placed in the container and then water is added just touching the base of the bulbs.  Do not submerge 
bulbs in water as this can lead to root rot.  Add water as needed or change water frequently to prevent 
bacterial or fungal growth.  Place the container in the basement in a cool area that provides indirect light.  
Once a couple of new growths appear, you can move the container to a warm and bright place with indirect 
light.  A great way to enjoy spring with beautiful blossoms way before the spring equinox! 

Jean starts the process of growing bulbs in water in February.  Depending on the bulbs planted, she will have 
blossoms within 3 to 8 weeks.  Slow pokes may need some added heat using a warming pad! (tulips) 

Some of the bulbs Jean started were paperwhites, hyacinth, crocuses, tulips, and daffodils.  It was interesting 
to note that making a 3:1 ratio of water to alcohol (vodka, whiskey, or brandy) … ¾ cup water and ¼ cup 
alcohol … is supposedly going to keep the tall, slender leaves and blossoms from flopping over.  It is worth a 
try! 

Chilling Bulb Warning: Do not put them in the freezer, do not put them in the refrigerator if apples are there, 
and do not store them in a sealed container.   

Once the blooms turn brown, she cuts them off and lets the green leaves grow.  Recommendation is to plant 
bulbs in the fall … Jean plants them in spring. 
 
Great job, Jean … thank you! 


