
Zucchini and other squashes are not just hungry plants, they are also pretty thirsty.  It is im-

portant to know how much to water, and more importantly, how to water properly.  Water at 

the base, into the soil, rather than from above.  Use a mulch around plants so soil does not 

splash up onto leaves or fruit. 

Failing to replenish nutrients will often mean that yields wonôt be as high as they could be.  

Squash will benefit from a balanced NPK fertilizer during the early growth stages é great use 

of banana peel water during the flowering and fruiting stages. 

Sometimes squash plants drop their blossoms before setting fruit or when the new fruit dries 

up.  Blossoms drop differently depending on if they are male or female flowers.  Male flowers 

drop when they shed their pollen; female flowers drop it they are not pollinated.  Squashes 

may produce a dozen or more blooms, but they usually are the male flowers.  Sometimes fe-

male flowers bloom before the male flowers, so there is no pollen available.  Without pollina-

tion, blossoms dry up and fall off.  Wind, too little or too much water, and poor soil conditions 

play havoc on squashes. 

If plants survive the monsoon conditions and wind, this may be the year that hand pollination 

is needed.  If you notice poor fruit set on zucchini, or other squash plants, hand pollination is 

probably required. 

The Hand Pollination Process: 

1. Early morning is the best time to hand pollinate as the male and female flowers are fully 

opened.  

2. Locate the male flowers (have a straight, thin stem behind the petals) and the female  

flowers (longer stems with a zucchini fruit shape at their base). 

3. Remove the male flower from the plant and peel away the petals to expose the powdery, 

yellow pollen, heavy anther.  Gently brush the pollen over the stigma (center of the flower) 

of a fully opened female flower.  

If you prefer, you can leave the male flower on the plant and use a cotton swab, or small 

paintbrush, to make the pollen transfer. 
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Tuesday, July 23ñKCGC in conjunction with HCEñGlenn Innish Farm, Kewaunee 

Tuesday, August 27ñõSteam Canningõ with Mary Novak at Grady Lodge, Kewaunee 

Tuesday, September 24ñõPhotosynthesisõ with Joel Weichelt 

Saturday, September 28ñAg Heritage Days, Fairgrounds in Luxemburg 

Sunday, September 29ð Ag Heritage Days, Fairgrounds in Luxemburg 

Tuesday, October 22-õMaple Syrup Makingõ with Kathy Daul 

Tuesday, November 26-õKissing Ballsõ with Barb Smith and Barb Thompson, KC Highway  

Department, Kewaunee 

Possible Causes: 

1. Too much rain and not enough sun 

Tomatoes require consistent  watering and sunlight to produce properly.  

They are heavy feeders requiring calcium and phosphorous to produce 

quality fruit. 

 

2. Verticillium Wilt 

A fungus found in the soil and can build up over time if susceptible veg-

etable crops are grown over and over again in an area where the fun-

gus is located.  Verticillium infects a plant through the roots and coloniz-

es and plugs a tomatoes water-conducting tissue, leading to wilting. 

 

3. Fusarium Wilt 

This is very similar to Verticillium wilt except for the fungus involved.  

This disease is specific to tomatoes and will not infect other vegetable 

crops.   

 

4. Bacterial Canker 

The bacterium that causes this is seedborne.  Gardeners typically intro-

duce this pathogen into their gardens on contaminated tomato seeds or 

transplants. 

 

KCGC Meetings and Programs  
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Wilted Tomato Plants in the Garden  



KCGC Plant Sale 2024  

Nancy Lamack 

Barb Thompson 





By now you probably have seen Japanese Beetle activity in your garden.  If not, count yourself 

fortunate.  Activity often peaks in late July and August.  By then, the damage is done. 

Japanese beetles can feed on hundreds of different types of garden and landscape plants.  

Their favorites include roses, lindens, birches, elms, grapes, apples, cherry, and raspberries.  

When they feed, they use chewing-type mouthparts to nibble small holes in plant foliage, result-

ing in a lace-like appearance called óskeletonizationô.  When the plant-destroying insects start 

feeding, they release pheromones that attract other beetles. Flowers and fruits can also be 

chewed which affects the aesthetics and can also impact yield. 

One of the best management tools is to physically remove them from the plant, leaves,  or flow-

er.  It is recommended to do that in the evening or early in the morning when beetles are still 

cool and sluggish.  Handpick or knock the beetles into a bucket of soapy water to destroy them. 

Another method is to mix a quart of water with a teaspoon of dish soap, then pour the soapy 

water into a spray bottle and spray the beetles on the affected plants.  This will cause the bee-

tles to drop from the plant and possibly become food for predators such as birds. 

Deer,  Oh Deer  

Japanese Beet le Update  
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There are many ódeer resistantô plants on the market.  Deer usually donôt like fuzzy, leathery, 

toxic or smelly foliage or plants.   However, if deer are hungry enough, they will eat anything in 

a garden.  That seems to be what is happening in so many gardens this year.   

 

This method may work so that deer donôt harvest your crops. 

String 20-pound-test, monofilament fishing line around the garden.  String one line at 2ô above 

the ground and another one at 4ô.  This supposedly keeps both the younger and older deer out 

of the garden.  The deer canôt see the line, so they canôt jump over it, and if they try to walk 

into the garden, they touch the line and it spooks them. 

If you want to test this method, try leaving some plants in the garden at the end of the season.  

Take down the fishing line and see what happens.  If the deer are hungry, they will devour 

what is left in the garden! 

 

You donõt stop Gardening when you get old, 

You get OLD when you stop Gardening!  
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Garden Tour  
6.21.24 

 

Gary Bieck Garden 

Elkhart Lake 

Photos by Tom Zenner 


