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There has been much speculation that plants benefit from us talking to them.  

Whether we talk, sing, or hum appears to be very beneficial to the plants.  Plants 

react readily to a host of environmental stimuli, as the ability to respond to 

changing environments is vital to their survival.  Wind or vibration will induce 

changes in plant growth.  Since sound is essentially vibration, perhaps vibration 

is causing a response in the plants! 

Research supports the music/vibration theory.  Two genes involved in a plant’s 

response to light are turned on by music played at 70 decibels.  This is about the 

level of a normal conversation.  The higher the frequency, the more active was 

the gene response.  Other studies suggest that conversation may not be 

enough; seed germination is influenced by sound at 92 decibels—much louder 

than one normally speaks. 

Plants exposed to wind produce a growth-retardant hormone called ethylene, 

which causes the plant to be shorter and to have thicker stems.  So the plants 

exposed to wind can better survive very windy conditions. 

Another popular theory is that plants respond to the carbon dioxide produced by 

human speech.  Carbon dioxide levels do influence the rate of plant photosyn-

thesis enough to influence plant growth. 

All good vibrations are not going to help plants if they don’t get watered.  The 

best advice is to provide them with light, water, and mineral nutrition.  Sing, talk, 

or hum to your plants supposedly for faster growth.   Or, just whisper sweet 

nothings to your plants … nobody is stopping you! 

Should We Talk To Our Plants? 

Optimal temperature for ripening tomatoes is between 68°F—77° F.  At 85°F, it 

is too hot for the plant to produce lycopene and carotene, the pigments respon-

sible for their red color. 

Once temperatures drop below 50°F, green fruits will not ripen; however, they 

can be brought inside for ripening. 
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Flowers are food for the soul!  If there are spots in the garden that need a dash 

of color, plant some edible flowers like Calendula, Bachelor Buttons or Nastur-

tiums.  These flowers have other benefits other than being edible.  Their seeds 

germinate fast. 

You may want to select a container to plant the Nasturtium seeds so the plant 

doesn’t take over the garden space. 

Bees and other beneficial insects will enjoy the flowers as well!  

 

Fill In The Gaps 

Mid-Summer Planting 

 Know the average first frost date when to plant a second crop. 

 Some vegetables will tolerate some frost and keep growing; others will not. 

 Cool season veggies are the best choice for mid-summer planting. 

 Turn over soil and mix in some fertilizer to replenish what earlier plants used 

up. 

Some veggies that reach maturity between 30 and 65 days … 

 Mustard greens   Beets 

 Bush Beans    Carrots 

 Radishes    Turnips 

 Spinach    Rutabaga 

 Kale 

 Collard greens 

 Leaf Lettuce 

 Swiss Chard 

 Kohlrabi 

 

Some fast growing herbs … 

 Basil, Dill, and Cilantro 

“Adopt the pace of 

nature:  Her secret 

is patience.” 

 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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Dana Farm  Workday … May 18, 2021 
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Dana Farm Workday 
June 3, 2021 
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Plant Sale 

Volunteers 

Barb Thompson, Ann Brunner,  

Barb Smith 

Cheryl Eberle,  

Nancy Lamack, 

Barb Thompson,  

Mary Novak 

Joel Weichelt, Tom Zenner, Mike Witt, 

Pat Witt, Glenn Brunner, Jerry Sinkula 
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Annual Plant Sale 
May 29, 2021 
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LC High School Greenhouse Tour  
June 29, 2021 
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Know Your Squash 

Let’s Squash It! 

 Squash is actually a fruit since it flowers and contains seeds. 

 Squash is a part of the cucurbitaceae family along with melons, pumpkins, cucumbers, and gourds. 

 The smaller the squash is in size, the more flavorful it will be. 

 Summer squash is typically used to describe a yellow squash available during the summer months. 

 Zucchini was created by natural mutation. 

 Yellow and green squashes are soft shelled and the skin, seeds, and flesh can all be eaten whether raw 

or cooked. 

 American Indians called squash ‘askutasquash’ meaning eaten raw..  French called zucchini squash 

‘courgette’, whereas the British refer to it as ‘vegetable marrow’. 
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Make Slugs/Snails Slink Away 

Slugs and snails can eat up to six times their 

weight in plant material per night.  They can make 

your plants look like Swiss cheese overnight!  Alt-

hough they’re most active at night, it is possible to 

combat the mollusks any time of day with a few 

strategies. 

Beer Bash—bury tuna fish cans or plastic yogurt 

cups in the dirt of to their rims, then fill the con-

tainer with old or stale beer.  They are attracted to 

the ‘yeasty’ aroma, then fall in and drown.  Re-

place the beer as needed. 

Find an Edge—add an inch of coarse sand or 

eggshells in a 3-inch wide band around plants.  In 

dry weather, the slimy creatures won’t cross over 

the sharp material to get to their buffet. 

Set the Bait—Iron-phosphate baits are consid-

ered safe for other animals but deadly for slugs 

and snails.  The pests eat the bait, stop feeding, 

and die within a few days. 

Grapefruit Cups—Invert a halved grapefruit rind 

in  a shaded area where they hide in the daytime.  

Turn rinds over in the morning, scrape away the 

pests and destroy them. 

Tuesday, July 27- KC Garden Club at 6:30 p.m.—N6308 Crevice Road, Casco 

Dana Farm Workday—TBD 

Wednesday, August 25  - Botanical Garden and Arboretum/Sanctuary Tours 

 West of the Lake, 915 Memorial Drive, Manitowoc, is a beautiful, peaceful botanical gar-

den with gorgeous views of Lake Michigan.  There are six acres of gardens on the former estate of John 

and Ruth West featuring a rose garden, red and white garden, formal garden, sunken garden, Mae 

West  

garden, path garden, pond garden, and the Loop. 

 Van Der Brohe Arboretum and Bird Sanctuary is located at 3800 Lincoln Avenue, Two Riv-

ers.  The arboretum was established in 2018 on the grounds of the former Emerald Hills Golf Course.  

The gardens honor St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of ecology.  There will be nine Franciscan gardens 

planted with native grasses.  The arboretum features 44 acres of prairie meadow, with beehives to aid 

in pollination.  The arboretum will eventually have roughly a thousand trees of different varieties.  Berry 

shrubs will be planted for attracting birds.  Art will be included in the plans for the gardens.   

The Two Rivers High School is just a few blocks from the arboretum.  Students will be able to walk with 

their class to learn about all the ecological concepts that the arboretum and sanctuary of-

Summer Events 
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